YLUPC DIRECTOR’S REPORT

TO:		Yukon Land Use Planning Council
FROM:		Tim Sellars, Director
DATE: 		February 12, 2025


The following is an update of activities since the December 13 YLUPC Meeting #5.

1. Communications
Minister’s Meeting
Council met with Minister Streicker on January 13 to continue our conversations on how to move planning forward. 
Boards & Committees Meetings
On January 14-15, Council members and myself attended the UFA Boards & Committees gathering. It was entitled “Yesterday Today and Tomorrow is Here; Let’s Connect”. 
Agenda items included: 
Some key takeaways from the meeting include:
· Capacity challenges 
· Ways to improve UFA awareness in government and the public
· The importance of getting youth involved in land claims implementation
· Creation of a Boards and Committees “Forum”
2. Funding Adequacy
We are in the midst of conversations with the Parties about funding renewal. The first meeting was held January 30 and was an interview-style meeting with YG and CYFN. 
We will be meeting with the First Nation Caucus on implementation funding on February 19, as well as a joint boards and committees funding discussion in March.
3. Recommended Work Plan and Budget 2025-2026
On February 15, Council is required to submit a Recommended Work Plan and Budget to YG for the coming year. We have reduced some redundancy in the work plan this year, combining some of the duplicated topics. We have included the indexed honoraria and salaries. 
On January 29, YG provided a response to the Preliminary Budget stating that the Council must adhere to the existing honoraria rates and stay within the allocation amount, estimated at $819,000. 
4. Dawson Planning Region
The Dawson Commission held a public meeting on January 22, at which the Parties presented their proposed modifications to the Commission. 
The Council was also in attendance and we made a presentation on “what’s new” from our perspective. 
· Ongoing commissions
· Cumulative Effects Framework development
· Boards & Committees collaboration
· Land Relationship Planning – TK Circle
· North Yukon Review
· NND Region recommendation
The DRPC 2025-2026 Recommended Budget is being brought forward at today’s meeting for review and endorsement from Council. 
5. Na-Cho Nyäk Dun Region
We are continuing to work with the Parties on an online annotated bibliography. We have had recent correspondence from the Premier which indicates that the Parties are nearing agreement on establishing a NND Planning Commission. The next meeting of the pre-planning team is March 5.
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