YLUPC DIRECTOR’S REPORT

TO:		Yukon Land Use Planning Council
FROM:		Tim Sellars, Director
DATE: 		March 31, 2025


The following is an update of activities since the February 13 Council Meeting.
1. Communications
 Youth engagement:
· CHAOS 11 land use planning simulation (February 18) 
· Met with Randy Lewis to discuss opportunities (February 18)
· YFNED – referred us to the school board
· Yukon First Nations School Board (March 3 - interested in meeting again)
· Porter Creek Secondary School (April 2)
Upcoming Meetings:
· Youth Summit (April 9-10)
· Minister Streicker meeting (April 11)

2. Finance
Our year-end estimated surplus/deficit will be available in time for this meeting.
We anticipate the need to access our line of credit to tide us over until we receive the first installment of our 2025-2026 funding. Julia will be providing an update on whether the amount previously approved will need to be increased.
We are awaiting the Transfer Payment Agreement for signature, with first payment of $410,000 expected by April 15. The total budget is $819,152.
3. Dawson Planning Region
The Commission has been working tenaciously on key decisions for the Final Recommended Plan. 
I have been providing insights into previous work done in the planning region and previous planning processes. 
Employment contracts are being renewed for the staff members to March 31, 2026.
4. Na-Cho Nyäk Dun Region
The Parties have reached agreement to proceed. They are now working on final drafts of the MOU and then revisions to the GTOR. They also need to get Chief & Council and Cabinet approval. Based on this, we have asked YG to set aside funding in Q4 for possible commission start-up.
We are continuing to work with the Parties on an online annotated bibliography. It is now over 117 pages long and references hundreds of documents.
The pre-planning team met on March 5 and discussed:
· Annotated Bibliography
· Regional Profile that summarizes the bibliography content
· Addressing Peel/NND boundary alignment issues
We have amended the planning process manual to reflect Peel Watershed Supreme Court Case. Only minor additions were required. We included more references to collaboration and clarification of the requirement for Parties to provide feedback prior to the plan approval process.
5. Peel Region
Public consultation on establishment of a national park is going ahead. There has been media coverage of this process.
The Peel Plan Implementation Committee (PPIC) continues to meet regularly. The last meeting focussed on the plan amendment and variance process, on March 3. YG is going to combine the YLUPC and PPIC documents into a new variance and amendment draft process for review. A key change being proposed is the definition of a variance, where a variance is seen as a non-conforming use. At our meeting with Dave Loeks, past chair of the Commission, he confirmed that this was also the Commission’s intent.
Dave Loeks also raised two further recommendations:
· determining carrying capacity for the rivers w.r.t. recreational use; and 
· this will be part of future SMA management planning processes.
· addressing the deterioration of the West Hart Trail.
· This is in LMU 4, which is a Wilderness Area. WA’s are interim protected (10 years) and face the issue that there is no management authority overseeing them. This is an issue that will need to be addressed at plan review stage.
PPIC is continuing to work towards the other implementation actions.
6. North Yukon
YG has had conversations with VGFN about a plan review. New studies are being undertake regarding Porcupine Caribou Herd migration and movement. 
The Chuu Tl’it Gwa’an area is unplanned and needs to be addressed. There are new concerns that there are increasing development pressures in the area, including mineral and oil & gas development. I have asked YG for information related to mineral claims and oil & gas dispositions.
At the Chairs meeting, the understanding was that each First Nation wants to be respectful of the other First Nation’s interests in the area.

7. YESAB
On March 25, I met with Kent Bretzlaff (YESAB Executive Director) on a range of topics. 
· The deadline for appeal of the YG vs. YESAB decision is April 3. We will report on this YG decision.
· YESAB is proposing the development of an information portal that would allow queries of projects. This would allow easier access to data for project areas, and would be valuable for regional planning commissions. This project is subject to funding under the Critical Mineral Strategy.
· NND has requested a YESAA S. 112 study related to cumulative effects of the Mayo dam. This is the first time that a YFN has requested a S. 112 study be undertaken.
· YESAB is undertaking a review of the Designated Office (DO) roles in the early summer. 
· The principles are planning a YESAA comprehensive review to begin later this year.
· Once the Dawson plan is in the approval phase, YESAB will be engaging the DRPC about the conformity check process. We suggested a table-top scenario exercise of conformity checks.

8. Holidays 
I will be on holidays from April 13 to May 16. Mike will be acting for me, with full signing authority. I will monitor emails for any critical matters that may arise. We do not have any important deadlines during this period.
9. Other
Other topics to be discussed at the public meeting April 7: 
· Funding Review
· YFN Heritage Resources Guide
· Michelle Creek Court Case
· Wetlands Policy - Classification and Nomination guidelines
· Minister Streicker meeting
· Policy updates – Winter leave and Council “support”
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